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805-544-7979 
3453 Empresa Dr.

San Luis Obispo, CA
www.vintageab.com

Serving San Luis Obispo County Since 1982

A Full Service Body Shop Where 
Quality is Never Sacrificed

We Specialize in Insurance Claims

Local Pick-up & Delivery

State-of-the-Art Frame & Laser 
Measuring Equipment

Expert & Custom Color Matching
Collision Repair

Lifetime Warranty on All Repairs

FOREIGN
AND 

DOMESTIC

4 Engine and Transmission 
    Overhauls S.G.S.

4 Special Project Cars
4 Parts - Spark Plugs to the       
    Special Set of Wheels You’ve     
    Been Dreaming About
4 Re-Sale and Consignments 
    With an Ever-Changing 
    Inventory

4 Service:  Minor and Major 
    Factory-Style Service
4 Engine and Transmission 
    Overhauls
4 Brakes
4 Electrical Gremlins
4 Race / Track Day Prep

 

u commitment

u experience

u integrity

Stop by for a visit at 1144 HIGUERA STREET, SAN LUIS OBISPO  93401
Service ~ 545-9323 Parts ~ 540-3300 Sales ~ 540-3300

SGSMotorsport@gmail.com

Stebro Performance Exhaust Systems     Motul Lubricant
Fabspeed Performance Exhaust Systems

S.G.S.
“Porsche is Our Passion”
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Coastalaire is the official monthly publication of the Porsche Club of America, California Central 
Coast Region. The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the California Central Coast Region of the Porsche Club of America, its of-
ficers or members. Permission is granted to charter regions to reprint if appropriate credit is given 
to the author and Coastalaire, with the exception of copyrighted material. Any material appearing 
in the Coastalaire is that of the author, and does not constitute an opinion of the Porsche Club of 
America, the California Central Coast Region, its Board or Appointees, the Coastalaire Editors, 
or its staff. The Editorial Staff reserves the right to edit all material submitted for publication.

The deadline for submission of articles is the 5th of the month preceding the month of publication.

Coastalaire
   In this issue

CCCR / PCA Mailing Address :
California Central Coast Region of 
Porsche Club of America (CCCR/PCA)
278 Via San Blas
San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-6976

Member Services
Classified Ads
Classified ads are posted in the CCCR 
PCA website at http://ccc.pca.org/. Sub-
mit your text and photo (if required) by 
email to: Bob Kitamura at 
coastalaireeditor@gmail.com. The editor 
reserves the right to edit the ad if it is over 
40 words. The ad is Free To Members.

COVER PHOTO
by Eduardo Venegas

Here is some of our 
group gathered at 
the Porsche Parade 
Concours
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CCCR Name Badge
California Central Coast Member Name Badges. Your Beautiful 5-color CCCR Cost 
for standard badge with pin, swivel clip or magnet closure: $15.00, First Name, Last 
Name, optional 2nd line, for example, your club office within the club, your Porsche 
model. To order: Print (or type) your First Name and Last Name the way you want it to 
appear on your name badge and send, together with a check for amount as determined 
above to: 

Dave Mills, 1191 Vista del Lago, San Luis Obispo, CA  93405
Questions? Call Dave at 805-547-1191, or email demills@charter.net

Editor

Bob “Kit” Kitamura
coastalaireeditor@gmail.com

Associate Editors   

Bob “Milt” Worthy         
miltworthy@mac.com

Jane Worthy                    
janeworthy@yahoo.com

Chuck Jennings              
concourschuck@gmail.com

Staff Photography

Chuck Jennings

Webmaster

Chuck Jennings
concourschuck@gmail.com
   
The Coastalaire is available to all CCCR members 
on the website at http//ccc.pca.org/.
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Chuck Jennings - President
805-459-7416
concourschuck@gmail.com

Andy Winterbottom - Vice-President

847-219-2964
awinterbottom@sbcglobal.net

Ken Finney - Treasurer
805-542-9671
klf4slo9ers@charter.net

Sanja Brewer - Secretary
805-541-9245
sbrewer@eyesonly.com

Jim Collins - Activity Director
805-602-2056
jimcollins96@sbcglobal.net

Chuck Stevenson - Activity Director
805-459-9493
chsdesign1@yahoo.com

Eric Ruzius - Driving Events
805-235-9674
eric_ruzius@hotmail.com

Joe Korpiel - Membership
805-927-1244
jkorpiel@charter.net

Gary Thies - Safety
805-489-4535
geta356@yahoo.com

Board Meetings
All members are welcome to attend the CCCR Board Meetings. 
Time is available for non-board members to have input during these 
meetings. 

Location	 	 Date	and	Time
San Luis Obispo   First Wednesday of the month
Country Club  at 6:30 PM
255 Country Club Dr.      
San Luis Obispo 

Board of Directors Prez’s Corner
Chuck Jennings, President

Rich Halvorson - Historian
805-710-2704
halvster@aol.com

Each year, PCA conducts a nationwide newsletter contest. Much 
like a racing event, the Regions compete within classes by 
membership-size. There are five classes, Class V representing the 
largest Regions. CCCR is in Class III. Not all Regions enter the 
competition. This year, 45 Regions competed. Scoring is based 
on several factors, including content criteria as well as layout and 
design. The highest score, 623 points, was awarded Upper Canada 
Region of Zone 1 in Class V. 404 points was the lowest score 
overall. Of the 15 competing Regions in Class III, CCCR received 
511 points and was ranked 9th. To put this in perspective, a few of 
the largest Regions have budgets that afford them the luxury to 
hire a professional editor/designer. Of course, CCCR’s “staff” is 
completely volunteer. For the past three years, Bob Kitamura has 
served as one of the judges for the national newsletter contest. 
He noted that this year the newsletters in general have taken a 
very large step forward in quality and content. Some were very 
professional compared to the years before, which is great for the 
PCA. 

That brings us to our talented and hardworking editor and chief, 
Bob “Kit” Kitamura. My first introduction to CCCR came four 
years ago when Kit asked if I would consider photographing for 
Coastalaire. Since then, I’ve developed an increasing appreciation 
for his editorial skills, his dedication, and his patience. Of all of the 
duties performed by our Board of Directors and other volunteers, 
responsiblities of the newsletter editor are arguably the most 
demanding. Kit’s contribution to the growth and vitality of CCCR 
has been crucial. 

Although Kit wants to continue to contribute as a writer and 
photographer, he has informed me that the December issue of 
Coastalaire will be his last as editor. 

Whether on paper or digital, Coastalaire will remain a key 
element in CCCR’s communications and organization. With Kit’s 
resignation, we desperately need someone to take the reigns of 
the newsletter editor for 2015. Qualifications include the usual 
layout, literary, and photographic skills associated with editing 
such a publication, but also personal time, leadership, enthusiasm, 
organization, and a calm resolve are essential. Here’s a wonderful 
opportunity to make a major contribution to the operation and 
history of CCCR. It is not necessary to serve on the Board of 
Directors in this position. 

Applications accepted immediately.
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2014 Calendar of Events

2014 Activity Directors    Jim Collins
       805-602-2056
                    jimcollins96@sbcglobal.net

        Chuck Stevenson
        805-459-9493
        chsdesign1@yahoo.com 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION INFO / CONTACT

7/2 6:30 PM Board Meeting SLO Country Club
7/12 9:00 AM Breakfast Club Shell Café

7/12
FAST - Antique Fords 

Motor Racing
Santa Magarita

7/13 Gathering of Friends Laguna Lake
7/26 TBD Teststrecke Porsche VII Santa Maria Airport

8/6 6:30 PM Board Meeting SLO Country Club

8/9 9:00 AM Breakfast Club
The Grill at Hunter 

Ranch GC
8/9-8/11 varies Monterey Pre-Historics Monterey

8/14-8/17 varies
Rolex Monterey 

Motorsports Reunion
Laguna Seca

8/15 7:00 AM Werks Reunion
Rancho Canada Golf 

Club, Monterey

9/3 6:30 PM Board Meeting SLO Country Club
9/6 TBD Train Ride/Wine Tasting Pomar Junction

9/13 9:00 AM Breakfast Club Shell Café

9/20 TBD
Teststrecke Porsche   

VIII
Santa Maria Airport

10/1 6:30 PM Board Meeting SLO Country Club

10/4 TBD
Octoberfest / New 

Member
TBD

10/11 9:00 AM Breakfast Club Shell Café
10/25 TBD A Run Up the Coast Ragged Point Lunch

11/5 6:30 PM Board Meeting SLO Country Club

11/8 9:00 AM Brunch Club
The Loading Chute  

Creston

12/3 6:30 PM Board Meeting SLO Country Club
12/7 TBD Holiday Party SLO Country Club
12/13 9:00 AM Breakfast Club The Shell Café

JULY

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER

AUGUST
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Editor’s Exhaust                      
Bob “Kit” Kitamura, Editor

So many Porsches, so little time. Many of our club was able 
to attend the recent Porsche Parade in Monterey. It was a 
great time for many of us to experience the event together. 
There are differing opinions but what I experienced was a 
volunteer-run major event well done with some glitches. The 
weather and parking are always out of the venue’s control 
depending on the location. I decided to avoid the parking 
issues and use the shuttle that was provided from the local 
community college. It was very well run and very easy to 
get to the Hyatt where many of the events were taking place. 

A long time ago I decided not to participate in the autocross 
and rallys, not because of the issues that sometimes develop 
but because for me the Parade is more of a passive event that 
I can take my wife to and involve myself in events she likes 
as well. She likes more of the wine tasting and dinner route. 
Now the Porsche Escape is another story. I know that some 
of you had disappointments during this Parade, I hope you 
keep going especially if it is within striking distance. It is 
inspiring to me to see over1,200 Porsches from all over our 
nation in one location from a ’51 Coupe to the 919. 

As some of you already know, I will be stepping down at the 

end of this year from my role as the Coastalaire Editor. It has 
been a very rewarding and challenging experience for me. 
With higher priorities and increasing time constraints taking 
place in my life, it is time to pass over the reigns to the next 
editor of our great publication. 

The Coastalaire team, Milt Worthy, Jane Worthy, Chuck 
Jennings and myself, has been able to develop it into an 
award-winning monthly publication. Having taken third 
place in its class nationally last year. To keep it at that level 
and to constantly look at raising the bar takes a lot of time 
and effort, which was the most fun for me. 40-50 hours a 
month for the editor is not an unusual amount of time to 
spend on publishing our monthly newsletter. As it develops 
over the coming years the most important reason for the 
Coastalaire is to provide information to our members about 
upcoming and past events. Hopefully, someone will step 
forward before the end of the year to take it over and raise 
the bar once again.

Cheers!, Kit
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Club Event

Win a New Helmet!
PYROTECT Airflow • Auto Racing • Full Face

Sponsored by theHelmetman.com

Everytime you enter a 2014 CCCR autocross event or our DE via motorsportsreg.
com, you get more chances to win. You will receive two chances to win for enter-
ing the Autocross Academy on April 26, three chances to win if you enter our 
DE event at Buttonwillow on May 9, and one chance to win for each of our three 
autocrosse events: April 27, July 26, and September 20. That’s eight chances to win. 
Drawing will be held at the final autocross on September 20. 

But wait! There’s more! 20% off of helmets over $300.00 and $20.00 off helmets under $300.00 as an ongoing 
2014 promotion.  Go to thehelmetman.com to review their selection and decide on what helmet you  may want 
for the upcoming season, color size , brand etc. When you decide, call 800 341-5834 with your order, tell them 
your  name and that you  are a member of the CCCR and simply sign up for thehelmetman.com monthly news-
letter. Jeff or Mike will hand process your discount on the order. 

Here is a great opportunity for 
CCCR-PCA members  participating 

in our track driving events in 
2014!!!!



9The Coastalaire     July 2014

Club Event

--------

U T O C R O S S  2014
CCCR -PCA presents

Keep an eye out in the Coastalaire
   for Registration dates

Teststrecke Porsche  VII @ Santa Maria Airport  

PorschE

santa barbara

In 2014
is a major sponsor 

for this event  

  Saturday July 26
          teststrecke
                porsche VII
       -  go to Motorsportsreg.com for more details  

       -  registration is open on Motorsportsreg.com

       -  receive 1 chance to win a new helmet
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Club Event
PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA— CENTRAL COAST REGION

CENTRAL COAST PORSCHE 356 CLUB

PRESENT
THE

GATHERING OF FRIENDS VIII
A SHOW OF

ALL EUROPEAN CARS

AND

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLES

SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2014
LAGUNA LAKE PARK— SAN LUIS OBISPO

BRING YOUR CLASSIC EUROPEAN OR BRITISH CAR OR VINTAGEMOTORCYCLE!

 Fourteen Automobile Classes
 Three Motorcycle Classes
 People’s Choice Voting
 Benefits Local Children’s And Youth Organizations

 Enjoy A Great BBQ Lunch
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Club Event
THE CENTRAL COAST REGION— PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

CENTRAL COAST PORSCHE 356 CLUB
present

THE GATHERING OF FRIENDS VIII ALL EUROPEAN CAR SHOW
Sunday, July 13, 2014 - San Luis Obispo, CA

WHERE: Laguna Lake Park — Exit Highway 101 onto Madonna Road going west
in San Luis Obispo. Park entrance is Right Turn at Dalideo Rd traffic light. Continue on the park
road for approx. one fourth mile and turn left to show entrance. A perfect setting for a concours,
cars will be on the grass near the lake. There are many restaurants and motels in the area. Free
parking, children's play area and restrooms are available at the site.

WHEN: 7:00 AM—Gates/Field Open for Car Placement
7:00 AM— 9:00 AM—Car Placement & Light Cleaning
9:00 AM -- 12:30 PM— Judging and Peoples Choice Balloting 12:30 noon -- Lunch Served
2:30 PM—Awards Presentation

CHARITY: Camp Hapitok opened in 1970 sponsored by the SLO County Office of
Education to provide an intensive educational program to elementary age children with
communication disabilities. Local Teenagers assist the Staff and dedicate a month of their
summer vacation to be the best friend and teacher to a Hapitok camper. Teenage students from
our county work, eat, sleep, learn and play with their special campers. The strong bond which
forms provides the motivation for the camper to practice and refine communication skills.

OUR BBQ: Local San Luis County youth programs will also benefit when you
purchase a BBQ lunch ticket. The local Kiwanis de Tolosa Club is famous for their catering
expertise and will offer a luncheon menu with appetisers, BBQ tri-tip, BBQ chicken, salad,
beans, bread and a drink The cost is $20 per person. Local Boy Scouts will sell coffee and donuts
in the morning starting at 7:30 AM.

------------------------ Cut Here --------------- Cut Here ------------------ Cut Here --------------- Cut Here--------------------
Please Print Clearly

Name _________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________

Address _______________________________________________ City _____________________________

State _______ Zip _______________ Email Address ___________________________________________

Model Of Car _______________________ Year __________ Body Type ___________________________

Color ________________________ License ________________ Class _____________________________

Entry Fee $25 per car x _____ = $ ________ (100% goes to Camp Hapitok)

BBQ Lunch - Per Person $20 x _____ = $ ________ (all net proceeds go to Kiwanis Youth Fund)

Total = $ ________

Please make your check payable to: “CCCR – PCA Charity” and mail with this entry form to:
Bern Singsen
5856 Tamarisk Way
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

All entries will receive a confirmation with their entry number.
www.gofconcours.org
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Past PCA Event
Well, where do I start? The main thing I could say about 
the Parade at Monterey in May is that you should have 
been there. While this was only my third Porsche Parade, 
others of the Club attendees are Parade veterans. Ed 
Swain, for example, has attended more than 30 Porsche 
Parades. This year’s Parade  was in Monterey, California: 
known around the world as THE venue for automotive 
shows, races, and exhibits. The Monterey Peninsula is a 
great location for any event, but a spectacular venue for 
classic cars; however, the weather was a little foggy and 
cold at times. What do you expect for Monterey in May. 
Mark Twain’s famous statement, “The coldest winter I 
ever spent was a summer in San Francisco,” certainly 
applied some of the time we were there. Although, I did 
not attend all of the events, I heard both good and  some 
disappointing  reports from 
veterans in our group about 
the other events. Janice and 
I opted for a more social and 
slower paced Parade. Many of 
our group were able to place 
in the competitive events or 
win raffles which made it even 
more special.

Here is who was listed as 
attending from our club; Doug 
and Judy Brown, Jim Collins, 
Ray and Sandy Crosno, Tom 
and Renee Dobyns, John 
Eskelin and Lisa McConnell, 
Alfonso and Cheryl Fernandez, 
Ken Finney, Stephen Heinrich, 
Ken and Janet Helgren, 
Terry and Anita Hunt, Chuck 
Jennings, John and Jan Kepler, Greg La Cava and 
Rebecca Myers, John and Teresa Larson, Larry Lloyd, 
Robert and Lora Loggie, Fred and Pamela Lydick, 

Dennis Lyons, Hamp and Sue Miller, Dave and Dalna 
Mills, Ian and Tracy Murton, Bern Singsen, Craig and 
Kathy Smith, Chuck and Shelly Stevenson, Bill Turner 

and Deb Linden, Andy and 
Susan Winterbottom, Greg 
Young. I did get to see most 
of the group both together and 
separately. Many of us were 
able to sit together at some of 
the dinner events. There may 
have been others that were 
not listed in the program but 
dropped by at the event.

SUNDAY – Sunday started off 
with the Welcome Party at the 
Monterey State Historic Park 
Custom House Plaza. I can 
say with confidence that each 
of the thousands of people 
that attended the dinner in the 
outside venue froze to death by 
the time it was over. But even 
with the long lines and cold 

weather it was a warm welcome. Some of our group 
were able to tough it out together; others, I heard, were 
able to find warmth in some of the nearby local bars 
nursing hot mulled concoctions. 

MONDAY – The big event on Monday was the Concours 
d’ Elegance at the Del Monte Golf Course, adjacent to 
the Hyatt Regency. Many of our group participated in 
the event and some won some prestigious awards. Our 
own Hamp Miller served as one of the Concours judges.

Concours d’ Elegance

          Group - Preparation, Class PP08T, Touring     
           924/944/928/968, 77-95
            1 - Chuck and Shelly Stevenson – 1984  

Freezing at the Welcome Party

The Welcome Party

By Bob Kitamura
Photos by Bob Kitamura unless noted
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Past PCA Event

            Porsche 944

Group – Preparation, Class PP01S, Street  
Porsche 356
1. Ray and Sandy Crosno, 1951  Porsche 356 

Coupe
Entered - Greg La Cava and Rebecca Myers, 
1957  Porsche 356 Speedster

Group - Preparation, Class PP03S, Street 
911/912, 65-73
Entered - John Eskelin and Lissa McConnell, 
1965 Porsche 911

Group – Preparation, Class PP04S, Street 
911/912, 74-89
Entered - Lissa McConnell and John Eskelin, 
1982  Porsche 911 SC

Group – Preparation, Class PP06S, Street 
996/997, 99-12
Entered - Robert and Lora Loggie, 2001  
Porsche 996 C4

Group – Preparation, Class PP09S, Street  
Porsche Boxster/Cayman, 97-12
Entered - Larry Lloyd, 2006  Porsche Cayman 
S

TUESDAY – A day of driving tours, the TSD Rally, 
radio controlled car runs and the Concours banquet and 
awards. Many of the runs were the same as we have 
been on with our club so I am not sure if any of our 
group went. Hamp and Sue Miller’s son (Chris) and 
grandson (Cole) from the San Diego region placed 
in the Radio-Controlled Car competition. In the TSD 
Rally completion we had a couple of our group place 
and take home some trophies.

TSD Rally

R03 Unequipped Navigator
Award - Doug and Judy Brown

  Entry – Ian and Tracy Murton

R05 Unequipped
Award - Bill Turner and Deb Linden

WEDNESDAY – The Autocross, Golf Tournament, 
more driving tours, Wine Tasting tour , and Rally 
Awards Dinner were  all happening on this day. Janice 
and I went on the wine tasting tour, which was very 
well done. All of the wineries were in the Carmel 
Valley Village area. We did not have to drive which was 
also a good thing, especially with a bunch of Porsche 

Chuck and Shelley Stevenson 
Concour Winners - photo by Greg Phillips

Crosno’s ‘51 Award Winner

La Cava’s ‘57

Stevenson’s  Award Winner

Smith’s GT
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Past PCA Event

drivers after drinking wine all day. At the Rally Awards 
dinner, “I-Never-Win-Anything-Kitamura” won a two 
lap drive around the Nuremburgring in Germany in a 
Porsche. Of course I still have to pay my way there, but 
I am working on it!

Autocross

Tom Dobyns
Clint Smith – Placed first in the102M Division
Craig Smith – Placed third in the102M Division
John Eskelin
Ian Murton
Dave Mills

Golf Tournament

Chuck Stevenson – member of 3rd Place Team

THURSDAY – It was another Autocross, driving tour, 
and Gimmick Rally day

Gimmick Rally

Entry - Bill Turner and Deb Linden
Entry - Dave and Dalna Mills

FRIDAY -  More driving tours, the Tech and Historical 
Quiz, Tech Academy, and Autocross Awards Party. At 
the Awards dinner, Dave Mills won four Michelin tires! 
Now that’s a great win!

SATURDAY – More driving tours, 5K Run/Walk, 
Parade of Porsches 
at Laguna Seca and 
the Victory Banquet.

There was a lot 
more going on then 
what I listed above, 
there was something 
for everyone at the 
event. On top of that 
Porsches had the 
the whole Monterey 
Bay region to play 
in:  Wine, Porsches, 
good friends, and the 
Central California—
it just doesn’t get 
any better than 
that.  And this is 
only the beginning: 
The Werks Reunion 
in Monterey is 
happening this 
August which 

should also prove to be a great event. And there is 
even MORE: Rumors have it that next year is another 
Rennsport Event  will be held at Laguna Seca.  

Bill and Deb
Rally Winners

At the Rally Dinner

Kit a “Ring” Winner

Dave has 4 New Tires!

photo by Greg Phillips

photo by Greg Phillips

photo by Greg Phillips
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Past Local Event

June 8, 2014    | At the beautiful Madonna Inn Meadows
100 Madonna Road, San Luis Obispo

One of the most unique showcases on the Central Coast

The 8th annual event will showcase pre and 
post World War II vehicles, high performance 
sports cars, hot rods, vintage motorcycles, 
the iconic Mustang in recognition of its 50th 
anniversary and the legendary Mercedes-Benz. 

4 Specialty Events
Welcome  
Reception

Friday, June 6   
6:30–9:30 p.m.

Kick off the weekend with 
friends against the backdrop 
of rolling hills and vineyards. 
Enjoy live music, a silent 
auction and fine wine and 
beer along with delectable 
hor d’oeuvres made from 
local choice ingredients.

San Luis Obispo 
Concours Rally

Saturday, June 7  |  9 a.m. start

The rally begins at the Madonna 
Inn and will conclude in 
downtown SLO just in time 
for lunch. With a serene tour 
through the rolling countryside, 
it’s the perfect way to enjoy 
the weather and scenery of 
California’s Central Coast.

Dinner and 
Auction

Saturday, June 7 
6–10 p.m.

Join us for an evening of 
fine cuisine and wine, live 
and silent auction, live 
music and dancing, and take 
in a breathtaking Central 
Coast sunset at the San Luis 
Obispo Country Club.

SLO Concours Main Event

Sunday, June 8   |   10 a.m.–3 p.m.

Exclusive viewing of cars, motorcycles, 
travel trailers and bicycles: this is 
your chance to see unique and classic 
vehicles along with food, wine and 
beer, merchant vendors and displays 
for auto enthusiasts and families. The 
Connoisseur Tent at the Main Event 
offers VIP treatment and front row view 
to the procession of the award winners. 
Connoisseur Tent space is limited.

a benefit for Hospice SLO   |   SLOConcours.com  |  805-544-2266
    Since 1977A Volunteer Hospice Organization

Proudly Serving San Luis Obispo County

This event is partly funded through the efforts of the City of San Luis Obispo 
Tourism Business Improvement District and Community Promotions Program.

It was a beautiful day for a concours as the San Luis 
Obispo Concours d’ Elegance occurred on June 8 at 
the Madonna Meadows at Madonna Inn. As usual 
there were many different participants at this yearly 
event.

The Best of Show, Post World War II went to Nicholas 
Farros’ 1967 Chevrolet Camaro. The Best of Show, 
Pre-World War II went to Terry Wagner’s 1931 Ford 
Model A.

The First Place Porsche class award went to John 
Whitworth’s 1958 Porsche Speedster. Second Place 
went to Bob Savic’s 1963 Porsche 356 B Coupe.

There was a Porsche Corral with many cars from our 
club there. 

‘63 356 B

Porsche Corral and Display Area

 ‘58 Speedster

Bruce & Doug w/ 959 Ken & Bruce

Branscome & the Macan

Eckford Carrera GT

By Bob Kitamura           Photos by Chuck Jennings
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PORSCHE TECH
They’re Not the Same
by Pedro P. Bonilla (GCR PCA)

CABS

Even though you think they are, they’re not the same!

I’m referring to the convertible top mechanisms in the 
Carreras and Boxsters. Because they shared so many parts, 
at least the first generation Boxster (’97 - ’99) and the first 
wasserboxer Carrera in ’99 - ’00, you would think that the 

soft tops share the same mechanism. You would think wrong.

They’re both operated from the same switch in the dash and 
(at least in the first generation of cars) you had to engage 
the emergency brake (now you can operate it with the car in 
motion), but in the Boxsters, an electric motor operates two 
independent mechanical transmissions (one on each side) via 
cables, much like the old mechanical speedometer cables.
The clamshell or protective shroud that you see first start 
to raise before the top goes down is operated via the same 
motor through a set of rigid, ball-jointed arms.

In the Carreras an electric motor operates a hydraulic pump 
which sends oil to two hydraulic pistons (one on each 
side) which then operates the soft top. The clamshell in the 
Carrera is operated by a second electric motor which starts 
first, before the hydraulic pump starts to operate.

The systems are quite 
complex because 
they just don’t put the 
top up or down, they 
perform a series of 
tasks.

In the Boxster:

1.- In the first 
generation Boxsters 
the handbrake needed 
to be engaged and 
the red light on the 
dash needed to be lit 
otherwise no power went to the top’s motor.

2.- Then the top’s latch needs to be manually unlatched, 
which in turn opens a microswitch which allows the windows 
to drop a few inches and at the same time sends a signal to 
the central locking unit (CLU - black box under the driver’s 
seat) to let it know that the top is unlatched.

3.- Pressing the top’s switch on the dash turns on the top’s 
dash light.  Continuing to press the microswitch through the 
complete cycle starts to open the clamshell and the top’s 
frame begins to fold on it’s own.  Older car’s with plastic 
rear windows should have the plastic “helped” by hand in 
order for it to fold straight down the middle.  Newer cars or 
older cars that have been upgraded have a glass rear window 
that obviously doesn’t fold but fits inside the top’s frame as it 
comes to rest over the engine. As the top is nearing its resting 
place, the clamshell begins to close over it until the motor 
stops on it’s own and finally the top’s light on the dash goes 
off letting the operator know that the cycle is complete and 
that the button can be released.

This is all done in a matter of only 12 seconds!

For those that are so impatient that they can’t hold the button 
for that period of time, there is an aftermarket product called 
the One-Touch that will do it for you with a single touch of 
the button.  

It will also make your wallet significantly lighter ;)

TRANSMISSION CABLES

HYDRAULIC PISTONS
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PORSCHE TECH

Factory

In the Carrera:

When the dash button is pressed, the top’s latch automatically 
drops and unlatches the top’s front edge. The windows (all 
four) start to drop all the way down and the clamshell starts 
to open. The hydraulic pump pressurizes the system and 
sends oil to each of the two hydraulic pistons which start to 
move the top until it reaches its resting place. The clamshell 
then closes over the top and rests in its original place.

Because they are complex mechanisms, some of the 
components can and will fail with time and use and could 
leave you with a non-functioning top in the open position 
which is not good, especially here in Florida, where we 
only have two seasons: the rainy season and the very-rainy 
season.

So, what can fail, and what can you do?

The most common failures we’ve seen are:

In the Carrera, leaking hydraulic pistons.  These tend to leak 
out the oil through its seals, once they become dry and brittle 
from age and or lack of use.

You can know they are leaking in one of three ways:

1.- The hydraulic pump runs but the top barely moves or 
doesn’t move at all.

2.- You can see a puddle of hydraulic oil under the 
corresponding side, just in front of the rear tire.

3.- When the top is down you can actually reach in and feel 
the pistons.  If they are oily, they are leaking.

If you are caught with the top in the Open position and need 
to close it, while pressing the top’s button, hold the front 
edge of the convertible top and manually pull up and forward 
assisting the failed hydraulics.  Keep the button pressed 
until the latch securely closes.  Now the top is secured in 
the closed position but you will need to have the hydraulic 
piston(s) replaced.  Not cheap. They can also be rebuilt for a 
fraction of the cost of new ones.

In the Boxster, there are various failure points.

1.- The transmissions have internal nylon sprockets designed 
to break before causing damage by an improperly operating 
top.

2.- The transmission cables tend to stretch their outer shrouds 
and disengage with the transmission thereby rendering the 
corresponding transmission immobile and warping the top 
since only one side works.

3.- The convertible’s plastic link ends (black and or red) 
break causing the top to open/close one side only.

If any of these things happen, there is an emergency procedure 
to allow you to manually close your convertible top:
Remove the black plastic link covers on the outer edge of the 
convertible top. Using a large, flat screwdriver, or pry-bar, 
pry off the black-tipped link on either side of the top.  This 
allows you to manually lift back the “clamshell”. Using the 
same screwdriver or pry-bar, pry off the red-tipped link on 
either side of the top.  This allows you to manually raise the 
convertible top.

After the convertible top is closed, securely latch it and 
then close the clamshell by hand. Because the clamshell is 
not properly secure maintain a safe maximum speed of less 
than 60 mph until you can have the top repaired.  Not too 
expensive.

For more information on cabriolet technology, please visit 
my website: www PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro

Ⓒ2014 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com

Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

The IMS bearing fix: DOF

 We carry the techNOwind  clear windstop for 981

We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue

of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches
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MOTORSPORT
XKS

MOTORSPORT
XKS

A
u
to Repair & Restora

ti
o
n

(805) 594-1585 • (800) 444-5247 • FAX (805) 544-1664
850 Fiero Lane, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 USA

A Division Of XKs Unlimited, Inc.

Jason Len
Restoration & Service Manager

Email: shop@xks.com

Jaguar, British and 
 European Sports Car Specialist

www.xksmotorsport.com
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F.A.S.T. 

SANTA MARGARITA RANCH TIME TRIALS 

 
Saturday - July 12th, 2014 

RACING WILL ACTION WILL BE 1/10TH MILE AT A PRIVATE AIRSTRIP JUST OUTSIDE OF 
THE OLD WESTERN TOWN OF SANTA MARGARITA, CA (NEAR SAN LUIS OBISPO) 

 
OPEN TO PRE 1935 FORD CARS AND TRUCKS, STOCK OR MODIFIED 

MUST HAVE MODEL T, A, OR B ENGINE TO COMPETE 
OTHER PRE 35 FOUR CYLINDER ENGINES MAY COMPETE FOR TIME ONLY 
 

REGISTRATON INFORMATION: PLEASE CONTACT PHIL FARBER 
805-544-8856   e-mail www.farbslo@charter.net 

 
Registration fee $40.00 – F.A.S.T. members receive a $10.00 discount 

Spectators $5.00 person – PLEASE NO ALCHOHOL, DOGS, BICYCLES, 
SKATEBOARDS or BBQ-ING ALLOWED 

Preferred parking for pre 1967 specialty cars 

FOOD WILL BE AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE  
 

FOR INFORMATION ON RULES AND CLASSES GO TO www.hotforhotfours.com 
 

GATE OPENS A 8:00 A.M. 

                                                                                                                                           
 
 
 

 
                     

Local Event
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Werks Reunion - A Porsche Gathering coming to
Carmel Valley, California in August 2014

TweetTweet 3

(index.cfm)

8ShareShare

The Porsche Club of America is set to begin a new tradition in 2014 with the inaugural
Werks Reunion. The new, premier Porsche event will take place on Friday, August 15,
during the world-famous "Car Week" on California's Monterey Peninsula. In years past,
PCA co-hosted Legends of the Autobahn at the Rancho Canada Golf Club. All will be treated
to a stunning display of more than 500 Porsches, access vendors, and enjoy the
camaraderie of fellow car enthusiasts. The 2014 show will feature the latest Porsches,
special vehicle presentations, celebrity guests, and a surprise or two.

Photo: Howard Thomas

   

Werks Reunion http://werksreunion.com/

1 of 5 7/4/14 10:09 PM

Your Address (street, city state)  Map It

 (https://www.pca.org/)

(http://www.porsche.com/usa/)  (http://www.michelinman.com/)

 (http://us.chopard.com/)

(http://www.lelandwest.com/)

(

A Celebration of Porsche Automotive Engineering

Map data ©2014 Google, INEGI
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=36.453627,-121.696166&z=4&t=m&hl=en-

US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3)

Werks Reunion http://werksreunion.com/

2 of 5 7/4/14 10:09 PM

Werks Reunion is open to all attendees and tagged as "A Porsche Gathering" for a reason:
PCA is inviting all Porsche clubs, owners and enthusiasts to join in the fun! It is intended to
be a new way for all Porsche owners to mingle during Monterey's annual auto
extravaganza. As a result, the Porsche Owners Club, Porsche Racing Club, 356 Registry, 356
Club, Early 911S Registry, R Gruppe, 914 World, and all other Porsche clubs and registries
are all welcome. Membership in PCA is not required.

Photo: Howard Thomas

Events Schedule
7:00 AM Registration opens
7:00 - 9:00 AM Cars placed on field and in parking corral
7:00 - 10:00 AM Breakfast
9:30 - 12:00 PM Judging
10:00 - 4:00 PM Bier Garten (Each entrant will receive one complimentary beer

ticket. Cash bar is also available to be stocked with St. Pauli, Spaten,
Becks and other spirits)

10:30 - 1:00 PM Luncheon
2:00 - 3:00 PM Awards Ceremony
ALL DAY View cars, socialize, have fun!

Werks Reunion http://werksreunion.com/

4 of 5 7/4/14 10:09 PM

Go to the website for information and to register, 
http://werksreunion.com/

PCA Event
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I GET AROUND    a column by Dick Badler
           RMR/PCA June 2014

The Best Supporting Vehicle Oscar

No, the line isn’t mine.  Although I wish it was.  I came across it, 
doing a time waste of a search on-line for films where the car is 
integral to the story… but not what the story is about.

Think Steve McQueen’s 911S in the film Le Mans.  The story 
really revolves around the race cars, Porsche 917s and the Ferrari 
512s.  But the 911 in the opening sequences sets it up.  It’s the 
automotive equivalent of a supporting actor.  Get the idea?

What got me started on this subject was a film I just saw.  Locke.

Never heard of it?  You probably have a lot of company.  Because 
it’s a small, British film which has been playing art houses.  By the 
time you read this, it will probably have already been relegated to 
deep-cover searches on iTunes.

Which is too bad.  Because the film uses a fascinating narrative 
device.  The entire visual element of the film is of a guy driving his 
BMW X-5 at night on a motorway in the UK.  That’s it.

There’s more.  The film takes place in virtually real time - his 
entire drive is virtually identical to the running time of the film.  

And he’s the only actor you actually see.

And the X-5 is perfect.  He spends literally the entire picture 
talking on the speakerphone to various characters you only hear, 
through the speakers.  And that’s how the story is told.

It works.

So I started searching around for other films in which the car is an 
iconic adornment to the theme of the movie.  And what I discovered, 
as if I should have been surprised, is that, like everything else in 
this wonder world we live in, many have already weighed in with 
their own choices… and websites… on this very subject.  It figures.

Here’s mine.

Locke definitely belongs.

Next?  It has to be The Graduate.  If for no other reason than the 
fact that the film kept the Alfa on sale in the US for, what, 20+ 
years, which was long, long after it should have been relegated to 
the dump of dated design.  Can you say that about any other car… 
or movie?

How about the Ferrari 250 California in Ferris Bueller’s Day Off?  
Did you wince when it fell into the ravine?  It’s kinda like watching 
a protagonist get killed off, isn’t it. 

Same for the Porsche 928 in Risky Business.  With the immortal 
line, “Who’s the U-Boat Commander?”

Then there are the Transporter films, at least the first two, in which 
Jason Statham deftly manhandles his BMW 735i through Europe.  
Does he ever take off those string-back driving gloves?  I don’t 
remember.

The Aston Martin DB5 that Bond drove in Goldfinger.  I mean, 
please.  The knock-off wheel bolts that extended out to shred both 
tires on one side of the Mustang.  The ejector seat that worked.  
The machine guns.  The…. lines.  “Do you expect me to talk?”  
“No, Mr. Bond, I expect you to die.”

Sorry, I digress.

The DeLorean DMC-12 in Back to the Future, although it could be 
disqualified for heavy modification.

The original, British version of The Italian Job.  For the Minis.  
The driving stunts.  The double entendre of a cliffhanger, literally, 
at the end of the film. 

How about Steve McQueen’s Mustang in Bullitt?  Yes?  Well, 
then, would you include the Mustang named Eleanor in the 
remake of Gone in 60 Seconds?  Is that a cameo role?  The car 
had a lot of company.  

Am I getting too serious?

Ok, then.  Take the cop Plymouth in The Blues Brothers.  Repeat 
after me: “It’s got a cop motor, a 440 cubic inch plant, it’s got 
cop tires, cop suspension, cop shocks.  It’s a model made before 
catalytic converters so it’ll run good on regular gas.  What do 
you say, is it the new Bluesmobile or what?”  “Fix the cigarette 
lighter.”

Let me veer off to the Boob Tube, briefly.  

Buzz and Tod’s Corvettes in Route 66.  The 308 GTS in Magnum 
PI.  The Testa Rossa in Miami Vice.

Do not, I repeat, do not say My Mother the Car.  And the same 
goes for K.I.T.T. in Knight Rider, the General Lee in the Dukes of 
Hazzard and Herbie in The Love Bug.

The Trans Am in Smokey and the Bandit?  Here’s my answer.  
I’ve never seen more than five minutes of the franchise.  And then 
only because I couldn’t find the remote.  

What about Raul Julia’s Daytona convertible in The Gumball 
Rally?  “And now my friend, the first-a rule of Italian driving.”  
He rips off his rear-view mirror and throws it out of the car.  
“What’s-a behind me is not important.”

Any cars in any of the three Cannonball Run movies that 
followed?  

I don’t know, and I don’t care.  The films are embarrassing.

Aah, this is fun.  Too bad the closing credits are rolling.  I have 
real work to do.

Feature Story
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CCCR-PCA Board Meeting Minutes
May 7, 2014

Meeting was called to order 6:35 pm

In Attendance: Bruce Bero, Sanja Brewer, Ken 
Finney, Chuck Jennings, Joe Korpiel, Chuck 
Stevenson, Gary Thies, Andy Winterbottom and Guest 
Members; Jon Milledge and Tom Dobyns

Absent: Jim Collins, Rich Halvorson, Eric Ruzius

April minutes were approved by Joe Korpiel and 
seconded by Ken Finney.

Historian : No report

Treasurer:  We ended the month with $6,437.66.  Our 
autocross income was $3,790.35 and expenses were 
$1,773.98.

Treasurer’s report was approved by Andy W. and 
seconded by Chuck Stevenson.

Membership :  This month we have 308 Primary 
Members, 225   Affiliate Members and 534 Total 
Members. Joe sent welcome letters to 3 New 
Members.  PCA National is on a membership drive to 
reach 70,000 members.

Safety:   The observation report has been sent for the 
autocross. Registration for DE has been submitted. We 
will apply for insurance for the May 17, Santa Ynez 
Valley Horse & Mission Tour.

Driving:   Buttonwillow is ready to proceed on May 
9th.

Activities:  Chuck Stevenson discussed the upcoming 
calendar of events.   Bruce Berro mentioned that we 
only have six Porsche entries for the Porsche corral 
at the Concourse.  We would like to see a larger 
participation of Porsches for this event.
          
Vice President:   Pomar Junction train ride over the 
grade has been paid.  It is on September 6, and the 
cost will be $54 for one wine tasting and $59 for two. 
When the train returns to SLO, there will be members 
heading to Cafe Roma for dinner.

Coastalaire feedback: No feedback yet from non-
board advertisers.

President:   The website is about to be transferred to 
the new site.  When that happens, we will able to host 
our own site.

A suggestion was made by Ken Finney that we should 
start our club Facebook.  This will be discussed at a 
later time.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm

Respectfully submitted by: Sanja Brewer
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NEW MEMBERSANNIVERSARIES

New Members for May

      No New Members in May

JULY

Ed Swain    43
Bob Mayberry    29
Charlie Windisch   28
Jean Fiorentino   19
Pat January    19
Mel Stahlman    19
Barbara Keely    18
Linda Hollinger   17
Blake Irving    17
Patty Robinson   17
John Eskelin    16
Frank Mazzone   16
Andy Winterbottom   15
Martin & Martin II Etcheverry 13/8
Per Helldin    13
Alice Dietderich   11
Howard Glidden   11
James Lopes    11
Jason & Bonnie Len   10
Linda Olson    10
Ronald & Lynn Ayers     9
Arthur & Rochelle Burgess    9
Kenneth & Brenda Daniels    9
Michael Wiggins     9
Tim & Linda DeTarr     7
Bill & Jan Hooker     6
Marilyn Korpiel     6
Jean-Marc & Emmanuelle Bellemin    5
Ken Finney      5
Brian & Thomas Hamlin    4/2
Lisa McConnell     4
Kenny &Celia Shinpo     4
Rich & Teresa Halvorson    3
Anthony Henry     2
Al Hartman      2
Tom & Gale Hutchens    2
Frank Sances      2
Chuck & Sandy Bucher    1
Ralph Bush      1
Peter & Niels Smidth     1
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ADVERTISER 
DIRECTORY

COASTALAIRE 2014 Yearly Advertising Rates
All rates are for 12 monthly issues from the date started.
Full Page.....$    950 / year                                                  Half page..............................$   600 / year   
1/4  page.....$    400 / year                                                  1/8  page or Business Card   $   300 / year

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. Their support of our club 
is greatly appreciated so you are encouraged to to make your first call to 
those advertising in the Coastalaire. Let them know that you saw their ad 
in the Coastalaire. We also encourage you to advertise your business in the 
Coastalaire.

If you are interested please contact Sanja Brewer at 805-541-9245 or 
sbrewer@eyesonly.com.

2.........SGS
2.........Vintage Autobody
3.........Porsche Santa Barbara
7.........Adara Med Spa
8.........The Helmet Man
8.........Rich Halvorson
8.........Fed Ex Office
18.......XKS Motorsports
18.......German Auto
18.......Select Electric
18.......BMW of Santa Maria
18.......Worthy Associates
17.......Pedro’s Garage
25.......The Tire Store
25.......Porsche Santa Barbara

ZONE 8 OFFICERS

Zone 8 Representative
Tom Brown
zonerep@zone8.org

Treasurer
Linda Cobarrubias
MS993@aol.com

Secretary
Skip Carter
skipcarter@pobox.com

ZONE 8 STAFF

Autocross Chair
David Witteried
dwitteried@hotmail.com

Club Race Coordinator
Vince Knauf
vvvince@aol.com 

Rally Co-chairs
Tom Gould & Revere Jones
rally@zone8.org 

Time Trial / DE Chair
Dave Hockett
davndirc@yahoo.com 

Chief Driving Instructor
Scott Mann
scott@renegadehybrids.com 

Concours Chair
Joe Nedza
jcnedza@aol.com 

Rules Coordinator
Russell Shon
rules@zone8.org 

Webmaster
Ken Short
webmaster@zone8.org 

Zone 8 Website - http://zone8.pca.org/ 
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Past Club Event

Bulk Mail
US Postage

Morro Bay, CA
Permit No. 79

Coastalaire
350 Piney Lane
Morro Bay, CA     93442

Breakfast Club 
at the 

SHELL CAFE
1351 Price Street
Pismo Beach

Second Saturday of the month at 9 AM


